
DILLON VALLEY DISTRICT
Budget Message for 2025

1. The Dillon Valley District was organized in 1967 as a special district for the sole purpose
of providing water and sanitation services to the Dillon Valley area of Summit County,
Colorado.

2. The 2025 budget is prepared on a modified accrual accounting basis. The District set up
an Enterprise Fund for operations and debt retirement. The District does not levy a
property tax against assessed valuation.

3. The District utilizes a water rate structure designed to encourage water conservation. For
2025 the quarterly rates per unit are:

Base rate (per unit) $127.68
0 to 15,000 gallons $6.44 per 1,000 gallons
15,001 to 25,000 gallons $8.03 per 1,000 gallons
25,001 to 50,000 gallons $9.67 per 1,000 gallons
50,001 to 75,000 gallons $12.85 per 1,000 gallons
Over 75,000 gallons $16.10 per 1,000 gallons

The base rate is intended to cover water operations costs for infrastructure maintenance
and replacement, and operating costs for the ability to provide water service on demand.
All water used is charged a usage rate per 1,000 gallons of water used in a quarter.
The District is projecting increases of the base and usage rates in future years to
adequately fund operating costs and the replacement of water infrastructure as necessary.

4. All improved properties are required to have an electronic water meter acquired from the
District. The cost of a 5/8” by ¾” meter is $400 and a 1” meter $600. Larger meters
would be a higher cost. The meter cost includes the meter and the reading transmission
device.

5. Improved properties are required to have an operational meter provided by the District.
Properties that do not have an operational meter are subject to a $200 quarterly fee, plus
water usage based on a minimum of 25,000 gallons for the 1st and 4th quarters, and 50,000
gallons for the 2nd and 3rd quarters.

6. The 2025 sewer rate is $164.78 per EQR per quarter. The EQR factor for any property is
per the schedule of the Joint Sewer Authority (JSA). Sewer fees are to cover the
maintenance cost of the sanitation system, treatment fees from the JSA, and funding of
sewer line replacements. The Dillon Valley District is one of five members of the JSA.

7. The 2025 water tap fee is $9,870 per EQR. The 2025 sewer tap fee is $ 9,870 per EQR.
An EQR for single family properties includes up to three bedrooms and/or three
bathrooms. For single family properties, each additional bedroom or bathroom added
during original construction or a remodel, an EQR of 0.1 ($987 each for water and sewer)
is required. All bedroom/bathroom counts are per the determination of the Summit
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County Building Department and Assessors office. A Summit County designated
accessory unit is subject to 0.65 to 0.80 tap fee based on the number of bedrooms.
Multi-unit properties EQR’s are determined by the JSA schedule.

8. The District owns water rights in the Straight Creek drainage. Surface water is used. The
District has an emergency connection to the Town of Dillon and the Town of
Silverthorne.

9. Capital reserves for the District are deposited in interest bearing accounts with a high
level of investment security per Colorado Statutes. All of the major components of the
water delivery infrastructure and the sanitary collection system of the District necessary
to serve build out have been completed. Reserves will be utilized in the future for
upgrades and replacement of the infrastructure and retirement of debt.

10. The District has adopted voluntary outside water usage guidelines effective annually from
May 1st through October 1st. The escalating rate structure of the District is designed to
encourage water conservation and to allow water revenues to cover operating expenses.
The policy of the District allows mandatory water restrictions to be imposed in the event
of water shortages.

11. Operating, debt repayment, and infrastructure replacement for the District are fully
funded by user fees. The District conservatively budgets operations income and expenses.

12. The District entered into a $3.85 million 20-year repayment bond with Wells Fargo in
2012. Until July 2014, the bond was interest only with draws of the funds available for
capital projects. The bond funded the new water treatment plant completed in 2014 and
the installation of water meters in the District.

13. The District completed the issue of the Enterprise Revenue Refunding Loan, Series 2021
with J.P. Morgan Chase, N.A. for a principal amount of $2,480,000 which was used to
pay principal and accrued interest on the 2012 Bond to fully redeem the 2012 Bond and
paid closing costs associated with the new loan.

14. The 2025 capital fund budget includes $500,000 for sewer infrastructure upgrades to
address I&I issues and $320,000 for water plant upgrades.


